Healing Families—
Christian perspective

Jesus Blesses Little Children
People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the
disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them,
"Let thelittle children come to me; do not stop them; for it isto such as these that the
kingdom of God belongs. Truly | tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God asa
little child will never enter it." And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and
blessed them.

Mark 10. 13 -16

JesusVisitsMarthaand Mary
Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where awoman named Martha
welcomed him into her home. She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and
listened to what he was saying. But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to
him and asked, "L ord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself?
Tell her then to help me." But the Lord answered her, "Martha, Martha, you are worried and
distracted by many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part,
which will not be taken away from her."

Luke 10.38 — 42

Cain Murders Abel

Now the man knew his wife Eve, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, "l have produced
aman with the help of the LORD." Next she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper
of sheep, and Cain atiller of the ground. In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an
offering of the fruit of the ground, and Abel for his part brought of the firstlings of hisflock,
their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and his offering, but for Cain and his
offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell. The LORD said
to Cain, "Why are you angry, and why has your countenance fallen? If you do well, will you
not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sinislurking at the door; its desireis for you, but
you must master it."

Cain said to his brother Abel, "Let us go out to thefield." And when they were in the field,
Cain rose up against his brother Abel, and killed him. Then the LORD said to Cain, "Whereis
your brother Abel?' He said, "1 do not know; am | my brother's keeper?' And the LORD said,
"What have you done? Listen; your brother's blood is crying out to me from the ground! And
now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother's
blood from your hand. When you till the ground, it will no longer yield to you its strength;
you will be afugitive and awanderer on the earth." Cain said to the LORD, "My punishment
isgreater than | can bear! Today you have driven me away from the soil, and | shall be hidden
from your face; | shall be afugitive and awanderer on the earth, and anyone who meets me
may kill me."

Then the LORD said to him, "Not so! Whoever kills Cain will suffer a sevenfold vengeance."
And the LORD put amark on Cain, so that no one who came upon him would kill him. Then
Cain went away from the presence of the LORD, and settled in the land of Nod, east of Eden.

Genesis 4. 1-16
The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant

"For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle



accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand
talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together
with hiswife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the dave fell
on his knees before him, saying, 'Have patience with me, and | will pay you everything.' And
out of pity for him, the lord of that dave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same
slave, as he went out, came upon one of hisfellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii;
and seizing him by the throat, he said, 'Pay what you owe.' Then his fellow save fell down
and pleaded with him, 'Have patience with me, and | will pay you.' But he refused; then he
went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what
had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that
had taken place. Then hislord summoned him and said to him, Y ou wicked dave! | forgave
you al that debt because you pleaded with me.

Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as | had mercy on you? And in anger
his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly
Father will aso do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your
heart."

Matthew 18. 23-35

The Parable of the Prodigal and His Brother
Then Jesus said, "There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father,
'Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.' So he divided his property
between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant
country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent
everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to bein
need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to
hisfieldsto feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs
were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, 'How many
of my father's hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here | am dying of hunger! |
will get up and go to my father, and | will say to him, "Father, | have sinned against heaven
and before you; | am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired
hands." * So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him
and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him.

Then the son said to him, 'Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you; | am no
longer worthy to be called your son.' But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a
robe--the best one--and put it on him; put aring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get
the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is
alive again; hewaslost and is found!" And they began to celebrate.

"Now his elder son wasin the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard
music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied,
"Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him
back safe and sound.' Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and
began to plead with him. But he answered hisfather, 'Listen! For all these years| have been
working like aslave for you, and | have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never
given me even ayoung goat so that | might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of
yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf
for him!" Then the father said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that ismineis
yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has
cometo life; he was lost and has been found." "

Luke 15. 11 -32



